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It is time for our next agreement that helps fund these sessions.  He is interested in making the 

agreement last multiple years.  That will give us flexibility in upcoming years to look at other 

projects if they have available funds.   He would like the letter back to NRCS requesting the 

funding by next Friday, sooner the better.  This would have to go to DC from NRCS if we are 

over $100,000, looking at 3 years.  Chris would like to get an invite when we meet with our 

Tribal liaison.  Jimmy understands they need to step up to the plate being Randy and Keith do 

not have funds to help out so we want to get out in front of these things.  He really wants 

everyone to plan first and then figure out the dollars and cents.  He would like us to approve 

projects by October.  October 1 will probably be the sign up date.   

 

20. Technical Review Process 

We need to start the process earlier on our end.  Add Technical Recommendations spot to 

website.   Please send Nate updated WTCAC contacts and emails for WTCAC Board.   

 

21. GLRI Grant 

Issues of concern between contractor and subawardee.  Erin is going to contact Tina to figure 

this out.   

 

1) Need to find out if this can be a contract including materials and travel. 

2) Need to get deliverable out to the Tribe, payment terms.   

3) Need to develop an invoice for reimbursement.   

 

22. APHIS Grant 

Jerry is wondering if anyone is interested in applying.  He can help any Tribe put their 

application together. 

 

23. RTCAC 

There have not been any meetings since the last update we got from Pat. 

 

24. Approval of Minutes 

MOTION:  Motion to approve the January 26 WTCAC Meeting Minutes.  Motion by St. Croix, 

seconded by LCO.  All ayes, zero opposed, motion carried. 

 

25. Recognition of Former Board Members 

Tina will work on a gift for Roman and Jeremy will work on a gift for Katie. 

 

MOTION:  Motion to approve up to $200 each for gifts for Katie and Roman.  Motion by St. 

Croix, seconded by LCO.  All ayes, zero opposed, motion carried. 

 

26. Next Meeting 

Looking between the 7th and 16th of July for the next meeting in Mole Lake.   
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MOTION:  Motion to adjourn.  Motion by Menominee, seconded by Stockbridge-Munsee.  All 

ayes, zero opposed, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 1:50 pm.   

 

 

EMAIL MOTION 05/28/2015 

MOTION:  Motion to approve the placement of Shawana Begay and Marcus Robinson to the 

agencies and locations identified.  Motion by Ho-Chunk, seconded by Stockbridge-Munsee.  Six 

ayes (Ho-Chunk, Stockbridge-Munsee, FCPC, St. Croix, Bad River, LCO), zero opposed, 

motion carried. 

 

EMAIL MOTION 05/28/2015 

MOTION:  Motion to approve the budget and indirect costs for EPA Grant Subaward.  Motion 

by Bad River, seconded by FCPC.  Six ayes (Bad River, FCPC, Menominee, LCO, Stockbridge-

Munsee, Ho-Chunk), zero opposed, motion carried. 

 

EMAIL MOTION 06/03/2015 

MOTION:  Motion to approve interns with available funding.  Motion by FCPC, seconded by 

Stockbridge-Munsee.  Six ayes (FCPC, Mole Lake, Red Cliff, Stockbridge-Munsee, Bad River, 

and LCO), zero opposed, motion carried. 
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Farm Service Agency (FSA) REPORT TO WTCAC – April 23, 2015 
By Susan Hunter, FSA Tribal Liaison, (608) 742-5361 ext 104, 

susan.hunter@wi.usda.gov 
 

 

Farm Loan Programs 
April Farm Loan Interest Rates:  2.375% for operating/microloans/youth loans and 3.375 % 
for ownership and conservation loans.      
 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
Signup #47 for the Continuous CRP is currently underway at the FSA.  Cost-share 
payments, upfront signing incentive payments and practice incentive payments are available 
during this signup.  We have not heard when there may be another general signup but we 
are hoping later this spring. 
 
FSA April State Newsletter  
Attached is a copy of the April FSA State Newsletter which has also been posted to the 
Wisconsin FSA webpage under Newsletters in the left hand column.  All FSA program 
information will be put out from the FSA office via electronic GovDelivery newsletters.  
Anyone wishing to receive the FSA newsletter and program announcements should go the 
WI FSA homepage at www.fsa.usda.gov/wi and click on “Subscribe to Wisconsin FSA Email 
News” in the upper right had corner of the page with their email address.   
 
FSA Disaster Programs for Livestock, Trees, Honey Bees, Farm Raised Fish, etc. 
FSA has various disaster programs to help recover from losses due to adverse weather.  These include 

the following programs: 

- Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) – assistance for livestock deaths due to adverse weather 

- Livestock Forage Program (LFP) – assistance for grazing losses in designated drought counties 

- Tree Assistance Program (TAP) – assistance for loss of commercial trees due to adverse weather. 

- Emergency Loss Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm Raised Fish (ELAP) – assistance 

to help with losses due to adverse weather. 

- Non-Insured Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) – loss coverage for commercial crops that are 

not insured within your county.  Includes fruits, vegetables, maple sap, honey, farm raised fish, 

mushrooms, floriculture, wild rice with water control structures in place, etc.  $250 administrative 

fee is waived for tribes/tribal members and ½ of buy up premiums are waived.  
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USFS Northeastern Area-St Paul Field Office Update Notes for 

WTCAC April 2015 Meeting 

Forest Health Suppression Project Call Letter 

Forest Health Protection received two project proposals in response to this year’s forest health 

suppression call letter.   The oak wilt suppression project submitted by the Menominee was 

funded.   Linda Haugen will be working with the Menominee on the implementation and 

evaluation of this project. 

It is not too early to begin thinking about potential suppression projects for next year.   The call 

letter for these projects usually comes out in August and there is usually a limited amount of 

time to develop project proposals.  We can develop better project proposals if we have advance 

notice of potential projects.   

Forest Health Protection 2015 Tribal Lands Aerial Surveys 

Each year Forest Health Protection conducts aerial surveys to map insect and disease damage 

over Tribal lands.  These surveys are done in conjunction with our surveys over National Forest 

and other federal lands (For example: National Park Service and USF&W Service 

Refuges).  Since we must be able to maintain radio contact with Forest Service dispatch, these 

surveys are limited to Tribal lands with larger contiguous landholdings in the vicinity of National 

Forests.  

We typically survey the Lac Courte Oreilles, Bad River, Red Cliff, Lac du Flambeau, Menominee 

and the Stockbridge-Munsee.  These surveys are conducted in late June to early July, so the 

predominant damage we map is early season defoliators.  Therefore, these surveys miss 

insects and diseases that show up later in the year (for example: oak wilt).  If you are aware of 

specific damage that you want us to map please contact Michael Connor (email: 

mconnor@fs.fed.us; phone: 651-649-5180).  It would also be helpful to have a contact from 

each of these tribes so we can share pertinent information. 

Forest Health Restoration Efforts 

Forest Health Protection has been doing some field trials to evaluate Dutch Elm Disease (DED) 

Tolerant trees.   This work has been a cooperative effort between Northeastern Area State and 

Private Forestry and Northern Research Station, as well as partners that have been willing to 

provide locations for out-plantings.  This spring the Forest Service is providing about 40 of the 2-

year-old potted American elm seedlings (from known DED tolerant parents) for climate change 

adaptation plots that have been established in a joint Menominee/NRS climate change 

project.  The elms being used are leftovers from trees grown at Toumey nursery for a study to 

determine whether the seedling progeny of DED tolerant parents perform any better than 

seedlings from locally collected elm seed.  Unfortunately we won’t have results from the elm 

study for 10 or more years. 
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WI DNR Oak Harvesting Guidelines Update 

The WI DNR is currently working with external partners to review the oak harvesting guidelines 

which are required for consideration on state, county and MFL lands.  The guidelines were last 

reviewed and updated in 2007.  The Advisory Committee is comprised of representatives from 

Wisconsin County Forest Association (WCFA), Great Lakes Timber Professional Association 

(GLTPA), Wisconsin Consulting Foresters (WCF), Society of American Foresters (SAF), 

Wisconsin Woodland Owners Association (WWOA), Industrial Land Manager, Wisconsin Paper 

Council, Lake States Lumber Association (LSLA), US Forest Service and DNR foresters.  A 

Science Sub-Committee and an Economics & Implementation Sub-Committee have made 

revision recommendations to the Advisory Committee. 

The revised guidelines will go out for public review and comment in June 2015, and then will be 

finalized in September 2015 with the goal of implementation in the spring of 2016.  The WI DNR 

is interested to know if the tribes use any or all of the guidelines to guide oak harvesting 

practices on their land.  For any questions, please contact Becky Gray, 

Rebecca.Gray@wisconsin.gov, 608-275-3273. 

Forest Health Training Opportunities 

Pesticide Training 

Reminder:  As discussed at the last WTCAC meeting, please coordinate with Randy on your 

pesticide training needs.  Randy will then work with our office so we can plan the training and 

determine the dates and locations. 

 

Hazard Tree Training 

The Forestry Subcommittee notes indicated that several tribes had issues or concerns with 

hazard trees.   Forest Health has staff that can provide training in addressing and identifying 

hazard trees.  If you are interested in potentially having a hazard tree training session please 

contact Michael Connor; email mconnor@fs.fed.us or phone 651-649-5180. 

 

Personnel 

 
Tribal Colleges Liaison position was advertised and application period has closed. Selection 

process expected to conclude by early May. 
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