It is time for our next agreement that helps fund these sessions. He is interested in making the
agreement last multiple years. That will give us flexibility in upcoming years to look at other
projects if they have available funds. He would like the letter back to NRCS requesting the
funding by next Friday, sooner the better. This would have to go to DC from NRCS if we are
over $100,000, looking at 3 years. Chris would like to get an invite when we meet with our
Tribal liaison. Jimmy understands they need to step up to the plate being Randy and Keith do
not have funds to help out so we want to get out in front of these things. He really wants
everyone to plan first and then figure out the dollars and cents. He would like us to approve
projects by October. October 1 will probably be the sign up date.

20. Technical Review Process
We need to start the process earlier on our end. Add Technical Recommendations spot to
website. Please send Nate updated WTCAC contacts and emails for WTCAC Board.

21. GLRI Grant
Issues of concern between contractor and subawardee. Erin is going to contact Tina to figure
this out.

1) Need to find out if this can be a contract including materials and travel.
2) Need to get deliverable out to the Tribe, payment terms.
3) Need to develop an invoice for reimbursement.

22. APHIS Grant
Jerry is wondering if anyone is interested in applying. He can help any Tribe put their
application together.

23. RTCAC
There have not been any meetings since the last update we got from Pat.

24. Approval of Minutes
MOTION: Motion to approve the January 26 WTCAC Meeting Minutes. Motion by St. Croix,
seconded by LCO. All ayes, zero opposed, motion carried.

25. Recognition of Former Board Members
Tina will work on a gift for Roman and Jeremy will work on a gift for Katie.

MOTION: Motion to approve up to $200 each for gifts for Katie and Roman. Motion by St.
Croix, seconded by LCO. All ayes, zero opposed, motion carried.

26. Next Meeting
Looking between the 7" and 16" of July for the next meeting in Mole Lake.

WTCAC Minutes, April 22 & 23, 2015



MOTION: Motion to adjourn. Motion by Menominee, seconded by Stockbridge-Munsee. All
ayes, zero opposed, motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 1:50 pm.

EMAIL MOTION 05/28/2015

MOTION: Motion to approve the placement of Shawana Begay and Marcus Robinson to the
agencies and locations identified. Motion by Ho-Chunk, seconded by Stockbridge-Munsee. Six
ayes (Ho-Chunk, Stockbridge-Munsee, FCPC, St. Croix, Bad River, LCO), zero opposed,
motion carried.

EMAIL MOTION 05/28/2015

MOTION: Motion to approve the budget and indirect costs for EPA Grant Subaward. Motion
by Bad River, seconded by FCPC. Six ayes (Bad River, FCPC, Menominee, LCO, Stockbridge-
Munsee, Ho-Chunk), zero opposed, motion carried.

EMAIL MOTION 06/03/2015

MOTION: Motion to approve interns with available funding. Motion by FCPC, seconded by
Stockbridge-Munsee. Six ayes (FCPC, Mole Lake, Red Cliff, Stockbridge-Munsee, Bad River,
and LCO), zero opposed, motion carried.

WTCAC Minutes, April 22 & 23, 2015






Wisconsin Tribal Conservation Advisory Council
April 23, 2015 Sign-in
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March 22, 2015

Pat Pekly, President

Wisconsin Tribal Conservation Advisory Councii (WTCAC)
P.0O. Box 365

Oneida, Wisconsin 54155

Dear Pat,

This letter is in response to WTCAC's January 15, 2015 correspondence of technical
recommendations for the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS}. Many thanks to you,
and all WTCAC Members for bringin these issues forward to help strengthen an aiready positive
collaboration we enjoy. Should you have any guestions regarding this information we will be
happy to discuss as desired by WTCAC. Below are our responses to WTCAC recommendations:

item # 1 Access Roads in a Forested Setting. WTCAC continues to have difficulty in
determining practices that address resource concerns eligible to obtain funding through EQIP
for Access Roads in 2014.

WTCAC Recommendation: Please provide the Training on the identification of resource
concerns and how to identify the appropriate practice standards to address those
resource concerns. WTCAC recommends that the 342 Standard include fall seeding for
native species. Rye should not be a recommended cover crop due o its allopathic
effects.

NRCS Response

NRCS will present an outline at the April Meeting regarding the Access Road Practice
Standard and applicable resource concerns. At the April or June WTCAC meeting the
NRCS State Forester will he introduced to WTCAC, and work with WTCAC to schedule an

in-field training session.

ltem # 2 Endangered Species. What is the NRCS opinion regarding when Tribes must address
State listed Threatened or Endangered Species to implement an EQIP practice?

WTCAC Recommendation(s}): Please provide results of meetings with DNRBER and the
national office. Please provide tracking information regarding how the SOP has worked
in 2014 in Wisconsin. Please provide the current policy that requires protection of

Natural Resources Conservalion Service 8030 Excelsior Drive, Suite 200, Madison, W 53717
wwwowinrcs.usda.goy 608-662-4422 Fax (B55) 819-6165
An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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federally listed species that includes suggestions for the protection of State T &E
species. What changes are being considered?

NRCS Response

Chris Borden will provide training regarding NRCS-Wisconsin's procedure for handling
NEPA responsibilities for both State and Federal Threatened and Endangered species
element occurrences related to NRCS funded projects on Tribal lands. No direct
discussion took place with the WI DNR regarding the development of this policy due to
the government to government relationship that exists between USDA and the eleven
federally recognized Tribes in Wisconsin.

ltem # 3 Aquaculture Ponds. WTCAC requests the NRCS establishment of eligible Resource
Concern(s) based on Tribal Concerns about inadequate stocks of fish species, in waters of Tribal
concern, and waters that are of Tribal importance for subsistence farming.

WTCAC Recommengdation: 1.} WTCAC requests NRCS to continue to fund some
aquaculture practices based on existing resource concerns. 2.} In addition, WTCAC
requests NRCS to consider tribal aguaculture programs and expansion of aquaculture
facilities as non-production agriculture 3.} WTCAC requests NRCS fo foster development
of Aquaculture programming to address resource concerns refated to wild stocks offish.
4.} WTCAC requests NRCS to provide for new construction expansion and funding of the
new construction expansion based on wild fish resource concerns {for example, but not
limited to imbalance within and among populations and threatened and endangered
species resource concerns).

NRCS Response

Regarding WTCAC recommendation #1, NRCS plans to continue t6 use “Animals-
Livestock Production Limitations” as the applicable resource concern in situations where
the Tribe is interested in replacing existing poorly functioning aguaculture ponds.

Regarding WTCAC recommendation #2, based on our conversations regarding Tribal
lake survey/stocking protocols at the Aquaculiure Subcommittee meeting, NRCS in
Wisconsin recognizes population imbalance within lakes as an eligible resource concern
for EQIP. In these cases “Fish and Wildlife-inadequate Habitat” will be used as the
applicable resource concern. The 2014 Farm Bill language made it possible for NRCS-
Wisconsin to consider expansion of an existing Aguaculture Pond facility. However the
2014 Farm Bill did not include language allowing us to consider financial assistance for
new facilities where Aguaculture Ponds do to currently exist.

For your reference, the following is the complete list of animal related resource
concerns from the current NRCS National Planning Procedures Handbook,

Natural Resources Conservation Service 8030 Excelsior Drive, Suite 200, Madison, W1 53717
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Fish and wildlife-inadequate Habitat
-  Food

Cover/Shelter

Water

Space Condinuity

Livestock Production Limitation
- Inadequate Feed and Forage
- Inadequate Shelter
- inadeguate Water

Regarding WTCAC recommendation #3, NRCS is appreciative of efforts tribes undertake
to assure stocking is done though locally adapted genetic strains. This sirengthens the
tationate for Tribal efforts.

Regarding WTCAC recommendation #4, see responses to recommendations 1 and 2
found above,

Regarding the list of eleven additional items, i.e., stream side incubators etc., it would
be helpful for the WTCAC to prioritize these in order that we focus our resources on the

top concerns.

NRCS appreciates all the efforts of the Aquaculture Subcommittee and looks forward to
seeing WTCAC's list of anticipated upcoming project. This will be very helpful in planning
our assistance going forward.

ftem # 4 Wild Rice Planting. WTCAC requests further clarification of wild rice planting and cost.
Documentation from WTCAC regarding cosis have been submitted. The NRCS and Regional
Tribal Conservation Advisory Committee have discussed a different payment scale than WTCAC
has documented; implementation of Wisconsin documented payment scale will fulfill
clarification request.

NRCS Response

NRCS-Wisconsin is committed to maintain the scenarios and keep WTCAC informed if it
appears that any changes are likely. We are aware of the importance to the Tribes’
commitment to the use of Wild Rice local ecotypes. We are also working with the
National Office on how to best “organize” these efforts as either 1) a stand along
practice standard, or more likey 2) development of an appropriate Payment Schedule
Scenario under an established practice standard.

Nalural Resources Conservation Service 8030 Excelsior Drive, Sutte 200, Madison, W1 33717
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item # 5 Seasonal High Tunnel. Currently NRCS allows one High Tunnel per Tribe. The Tribes
have numerous communities within Tribal lands that function independently, and have a need
for separate practices. It is recommended that NRCS reconsider this policy, and provide the
funding for such reconsideration.

NRCS Response

The NRCS-Wisconsin will accept applications for additional High Tunnels per Tribe as
long as conirolled by the tribe and located on Tribal land. We appreciate WTCAC
bringing this issue to our attention.

item # 6 Maple Syrup Production. What are the NRCS proposal of scenarios for Maple Syrup
production, to include tubing for sap transport to avoid rutting and compaction?

NRCS Response

NRCS-Wisconsin State Resource Conservationist will be exploring development of
standard{s) to address this resource concern in FY15. NRCS-Wisconsin appreciates
WTCAC bringing this to our attention and is looking forward to working with WTCAC on

this issue going forward.

Item # 7 Tribal Liaison (responsibilities). WTCAC requests further clarification re Tribal Liaison
Responsibility.

NRCS Response

NRCS-Wisconsin presented WTCAC with a document outlining the responsibilities of the NRCS
Tribal Liaison's at the December 2014 WTCAC meeting. We would be open to having a
discussion regarding this issue at a future WTCAC meeting if desired.

lkem # 8 EQIP. WTCAC requests the NRCS to put together a document that outlines all the
NRCS EQIP application and implementation process, e.g. signup deadlines, batching dates,
obligation, scheduling, certification, and payments.

NRCS Response

NRCS-Wisconsin will develop materials for onsite training with each individual Tribe. The
best forum for the training is likely to be in the field with the participation of the Tribal
staff, NRCS Liaisons and the NRCS Resource Conservationist Program Liaison (Chris

Borden).

ltem # 9 Aquaponics. WTCAC is interested in pursuing the development of an EQIP practice
scenario to fund the installation of Aquaponic facilities for tribal food production, and
utilization of hatchery waste water,

Natural Resources Conservation Service 8030 Excelsior Drive, Suite 200, Madison, W 53717
www winrcs.usda.gov  608-662-4422 Fax (855) 819-6165
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WTCAC Recommendation: WTCAC will continue 1o coordinate the development of
Aguaponics technical recommendations for future consideration of NRCS. WTCAC
recommends that the technical recommendations process begin in 2015.

NRCS Respeonse
Due to the recent submittal of the Caonservation Innovation Grant {CIG), NRCS-Wisconsin
would like to monitor the process as it rolis out and determine NRCS involvement based

oh CIG outcomes.

ltem # 10 Practice Scenario Pipeline under standard 516 {Pipeline): The cost share level for
HDPE pipe is far too low, will not even cover the cost of the pipe for Aquaculture Ponds. Change
from PVC to HDPE.

WTCAC Recommendation: WTCAC has the cost data from two Tribal projects and
recommends increased funding.

NRCS Response

NRCS-Wisconsin intends to include an Aquaculture Pond scenario using HDPE pipe in the
2016 EQIP payment schedule. We appreciate WTCAC bringing this issue to our
attention.

ltem # 11 Herbaceous Weed Control. WTCAC would fike to have scenarios developed for
mechanical (hand pulfing and disposal of invasive species) for both uplands, and water bodies
that would accurately reflect the true cost of this type of management. When using Chemical
control, scenarios are needed that clearly differentiate Chemical Spot Treatment, Chemical
Aguatic Spot Treatment, and Chemical Aquatic Treatment.

WTCAC Recommendation: Request that NRCS bring back the scenario components of
2,4D amine salt, granular and liquid, for Eurasian Milfoil control and other aquatic
species as well as expanded funding for the 2015 EQIP signup.

MRCS Response

NRCS-Wisconsin State Agronomist, Terry Kelly is taking the steps necessary to create
Herbaceous Weed Control scenario{s} that will serve to control aquatic invasive species
including Eurasian Water-milfoil. We are looking forward to investigating whether or
not our existing scenarios are applicable to situations where hand pulling for heavy
infestations is needed.

Natural Resources Conservation Service 8030 Excelsior Drive, Suite 200, Madison, W1 53717
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tem # 12 Stream Crossings. When dealing with Stream Crossings, consider changing from a
Stream Crassing Scenario to an Aquatic Organism Passage Scenario if it is anticipated that a
minimum Stream Crossing will result in obstruction of organism passage. Also consider adding
additional Scenarios to accommodate small siream channels or drainage ways (intermittent)
with lower cost options than culverts or constructed crossings.

WTCAC Respeonse: The existing scenario's relating to stream crossing often results in
more resource concerns in stream corridors than necessary. The option of bridges
should be considered to eliminate the need for excavation in the streambed. Also
culvert placement in remote areas results in maintenance issues with debris and beaver.

NRCS Response

The NRCS intends to include a scenario for the installation of pre-constructed bridge
spans into the 2016 EQIP Payment Schedule for Aquatic Organism Passage. The NRCS
State Engineer John Ramsden and the Program staff will develop guidance for staff
regarding when this scenario is appropriate.

Iltem # 13 Unigue Engineering Challenges. Resource concerns exist (for example at Red Cliff's
Spirit Island stream bank site) however no preexisting EQIP scenario exists. Developing and
including a scenaria in the cookbook for a one time use is not feasible. A means of deveioping a
construction plan, costs, and funding not associated with the cookbook is requested.

NRCS Response

Paul Johnson and Kenny Papes have developed and presented four alternatives for the
Red Cliff Tribe to consider. We are currently in the process of determining if any
additional EQIP scenarios will be needed. We believe our existing process for developing
scenarios can deal with unique engineering chailenges. Development of scenarios that
seern particular to a given situation often can be used in other cases, here and in other
States.

Iltem # 14 August EQIP. For many reasons, particularly securing partner funding, and Tribal
Council approval, it would be very helpful to WTCAC if the EQUP Practice Schedule could be
available to make application decisions much earlier in the fiscal year, (August} rather than mid-
Dacember.

NRCS Response

While we expect a relative high level of stability of the EQIP Practice Schedule from 2015
to 2016. We are committed to providing updates to the WTCAC regarding the scenarios
that are of Tribal concern that undergo meaningful change.

Natural Resources Conservation Service 8030 Excelsior Drive, Suite 200, Madison, WI 53717
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item # 15 Seeding types and dates. The NRCS seedling window for native species ended july
15. The NRCS mixes contain winter wheat and annuaf rye. WTCAC Recommendation: Winter
wheat and annual rye are not native to NE Wisconsin {annual rye has allelopathic tendencies).
WTCAC recommends use of native species only, and further recommends fall seeding, as the
hest time to seed natives is in the fall.

NRCS Response :

pat Murphy will folfow up with Terry Kelly on the potential for late summer — Early Fall
seeding for native mixes. The options to develop waivers and ability to develop custom
mixes will be discussed with the NRCS planning staffs.

| CXM%%“M/

JIVIMY BRAMBLETT
State Conservationist

Ce: Tom Krapf, Assistant State Conservationist, NRCS, Madison, Wi
Pat Murphy, State Resource Conservationist, NRCS, Madison, Wi
john Ramsden, State Conservation Engineer, NRCS, Madison, WI
Chris Borden, State Tribal Liaison, NRCS, Medford, WI
Alan lohnson, Executive Director, WTCAC, Gillett, Wi
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Farm Service Agency (FSA) REPORT TO WTCAC - April 23, 2015
By Susan Hunter, FSA Tribal Liaison, (608) 742-5361 ext 104,
susan.hunter@wi.usda.gov

Farm Loan Programs
April Farm Loan Interest Rates: 2.375% for operating/microloans/youth loans and 3.375 %
for ownership and conservation loans.

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)

Signup #47 for the Continuous CRP is currently underway at the FSA. Cost-share
payments, upfront signing incentive payments and practice incentive payments are available
during this signup. We have not heard when there may be another general signup but we
are hoping later this spring.

ESA April State Newsletter

Attached is a copy of the April FSA State Newsletter which has also been posted to the
Wisconsin FSA webpage under Newsletters in the left hand column. All FSA program
information will be put out from the FSA office via electronic GovDelivery newsletters.
Anyone wishing to receive the FSA newsletter and program announcements should go the
WI FSA homepage at www.fsa.usda.gov/wi and click on “Subscribe to Wisconsin FSA Email
News” in the upper right had corner of the page with their email address.

FSA Disaster Programs for Livestock, Trees, Honey Bees, Farm Raised Fish, etc.
FSA has various disaster programs to help recover from losses due to adverse weather. These include
the following programs:

- Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) — assistance for livestock deaths due to adverse weather

- Livestock Forage Program (LFP) — assistance for grazing losses in designated drought counties

- Tree Assistance Program (TAP) — assistance for loss of commercial trees due to adverse weather.

- Emergency Loss Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm Raised Fish (ELAP) — assistance
to help with losses due to adverse weather.

- Non-Insured Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) — loss coverage for commercial crops that are
not insured within your county. Includes fruits, vegetables, maple sap, honey, farm raised fish,
mushrooms, floriculture, wild rice with water control structures in place, etc. $250 administrative
fee is waived for tribes/tribal members and % of buy up premiums are waived.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary
for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free
Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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USFS Northeastern Area-St Paul Field Office Update Notes for
WTCAC April 2015 Meeting

Forest Health Suppression Project Call Letter

Forest Health Protection received two project proposals in response to this year’s forest health
suppression call letter. The oak wilt suppression project submitted by the Menominee was
funded. Linda Haugen will be working with the Menominee on the implementation and
evaluation of this project.

It is not too early to begin thinking about potential suppression projects for next year. The call
letter for these projects usually comes out in August and there is usually a limited amount of
time to develop project proposals. We can develop better project proposals if we have advance
notice of potential projects.

Forest Health Protection 2015 Tribal Lands Aerial Surveys

Each year Forest Health Protection conducts aerial surveys to map insect and disease damage
over Tribal lands. These surveys are done in conjunction with our surveys over National Forest
and other federal lands (For example: National Park Service and USF&W Service

Refuges). Since we must be able to maintain radio contact with Forest Service dispatch, these
surveys are limited to Tribal lands with larger contiguous landholdings in the vicinity of National
Forests.

We typically survey the Lac Courte Oreilles, Bad River, Red CIiff, Lac du Flambeau, Menominee
and the Stockbridge-Munsee. These surveys are conducted in late June to early July, so the
predominant damage we map is early season defoliators. Therefore, these surveys miss
insects and diseases that show up later in the year (for example: oak wilt). If you are aware of
specific damage that you want us to map please contact Michael Connor (email:
mconnor@fs.fed.us; phone: 651-649-5180). It would also be helpful to have a contact from
each of these tribes so we can share pertinent information.

Forest Health Restoration Efforts

Forest Health Protection has been doing some field trials to evaluate Dutch Elm Disease (DED)
Tolerant trees. This work has been a cooperative effort between Northeastern Area State and
Private Forestry and Northern Research Station, as well as partners that have been willing to
provide locations for out-plantings. This spring the Forest Service is providing about 40 of the 2-
year-old potted American elm seedlings (from known DED tolerant parents) for climate change
adaptation plots that have been established in a joint Menominee/NRS climate change

project. The elms being used are leftovers from trees grown at Toumey nursery for a study to
determine whether the seedling progeny of DED tolerant parents perform any better than
seedlings from locally collected elm seed. Unfortunately we won’t have results from the elm
study for 10 or more years.


mailto:mconnor@fs.fed.us

WI DNR Oak Harvesting Guidelines Update

The WI DNR is currently working with external partners to review the oak harvesting guidelines
which are required for consideration on state, county and MFL lands. The guidelines were last
reviewed and updated in 2007. The Advisory Committee is comprised of representatives from
Wisconsin County Forest Association (WCFA), Great Lakes Timber Professional Association
(GLTPA), Wisconsin Consulting Foresters (WCF), Society of American Foresters (SAF),
Wisconsin Woodland Owners Association (WWOA), Industrial Land Manager, Wisconsin Paper
Council, Lake States Lumber Association (LSLA), US Forest Service and DNR foresters. A
Science Sub-Committee and an Economics & Implementation Sub-Committee have made
revision recommendations to the Advisory Committee.

The revised guidelines will go out for public review and comment in June 2015, and then will be
finalized in September 2015 with the goal of implementation in the spring of 2016. The WI DNR
is interested to know if the tribes use any or all of the guidelines to guide oak harvesting
practices on their land. For any questions, please contact Becky Gray,
Rebecca.Gray@wisconsin.gov, 608-275-3273.

Forest Health Training Opportunities

Pesticide Training

Reminder: As discussed at the last WTCAC meeting, please coordinate with Randy on your
pesticide training needs. Randy will then work with our office so we can plan the training and
determine the dates and locations.

Hazard Tree Training

The Forestry Subcommittee notes indicated that several tribes had issues or concerns with
hazard trees. Forest Health has staff that can provide training in addressing and identifying
hazard trees. If you are interested in potentially having a hazard tree training session please
contact Michael Connor; email mconnor@fs.fed.us or phone 651-649-5180.

Personnel

Tribal Colleges Liaison position was advertised and application period has closed. Selection
process expected to conclude by early May.
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