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Wisconsin Tribal Conservation Advisory Council Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, October 14 and Wednesday, October 15, 2014  

LCO 

Meet called to order at 12:01 pm.  

1. Roll Call

Present:  Bad River (Lacey Hill-Kastern), FCPC (Nate Guldan), LCO (Brett McConnell), Lac du 

Flambeau (Scott McDougall), Menominee (Jeremy Pyatskowit), Mole Lake (Tina VanZile), 

Oneida (Pat Pelky), Red Cliff (Gary Defoe Jr.), St Croix (Jeremy Bloomquist), Ho-Chunk (Tina 

Warner) 

A quorum is present. 

Others Present:  Mary Rasmussen (USFS), Dr. Tim Deveau (APHIS-VS), Melissa Lewis 

(WTCAC Intern with LCO), Greg Bussler (NASS), Eric Oliphant (BIA), Carleen Yocum 

(USFS), Randy Gilbertson (WTCAC), Keith Sengbusch (WTCAC), Lance Ausing (RD), Greg 

Yakle (NRCS), Jonathan Pyatskowit (INCA), Kenneth Papes (NRCS), Matt Otto (NRCS), Chris 

Borden (NRCS), Jimmy Bramblett (NRCS), Lea Zeise (IAC), Alan Johnson (WTCAC), Susan 

Hunter (FSA), JoAnn Cruse (APHIS – PPQ), Merben Cebrian (BIA). 

Welcome by Mic Isham, LCO Tribal Chairman.  

2. Approval of Agenda

Intern presentation and discussion on Intern Program need to be added to the agenda. 

MOTION:  Motion to approve the agenda with the additions.  Motion by St. Croix, seconded by 

LCO.  All ayes, zero opposed, motion carried. 

3. Approval of Minutes

MOTION:  Motion to approve the August 4, 2014 WTCAC Meeting Minutes.  Motion by 

Menominee, seconded by Red Cliff.  All ayes, zero opposed, motion carried. 

4. Request of Agencies/Cooperator Deliverables

How can we improve our partnership through the process of WTCAC?  We would like other 

agencies to think about opportunities to improve access.  We want this to be more of a 

partnership meeting in the future instead of just reporting out and giving updates.  We would like 

to see more interactions.  Do we need MOUs or Cooperative Agreements?  We see opportunities 

with the Forest Service.  We have funds to do another subcommittee.  Please take back to your 

groups and think about it.  We would like to take WTCAC to the next level. Alan will be the 

main contact on this, please get back to him.   
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5. NRCS Update

Jimmy Bramblett - this discussion we are going to have is usually in January, we are trying to 

move our delivery time forward.  We want time for planning prior to snowfall.  Tom Fredrickson 

has taken another position in Spooner, Ron Spiering with be the new DC, he is currently DC in 

Altoona. 

Chris Borden – A spreadsheet with estimates of Tribal EQIP Projects was distributed (attached).  

The dollar values are subject to changes.  Right now there is about $465,000 in requests.  

WTCAC’s proposed screening tool (attached) was also handed out as well as the ranking 

questions proposed by WTCAC (attached).  It was explain that the reason for 25 points given to 

all local issues is so you get more points for the number of resource concerns you address, not 

which ones as WTCAC does not want to say what resource concerns should be more important 

than others.     

6. FSA Update

Susan Hunter (report attached) 

7. APHIS Update

Dr. Deveau – VS – They are 1 year into the VS reorganization, there isn’t a veterinary in charge 

in Madison, she is now considered the service center director.  Dr. Deveau’s boss is now out of 

Iowa.  Not sure if they can take on interns in the future due to the reorganization.  Over the past 

year he vaccinated over 700 dogs and cats on Reservations.  He is also working with Oneida 

Farms with biosecurity and animal handling plans.  He has been talking to them about radio 

frequency deer tags.  They were just notified of a pilot project on the durability of these tags with 

animals.  Angus cows and bison came right to his mind so they are working with Oneida Farms 

on it.  Looks like they are going to go through with the pilot project.  He is also putting in for 

some Grass Roots funding to determine if they are vaccinating enough to prevent spread of 

rabies coming in from the wild.  You really want a 70% rate to stop an outbreak if it does occur.  

They could probably employ some students to gather the info.   

JoAnn Cruse – PPQ – 15 counties were added to the EAB quarantine this summer and the most 

recent was Outagamie County.  They are in discussion with Oneida on this.  Also was a find in 

Oneida County and confirmation came in last Monday.  It is within 25 – 50 miles of 4 different 

Tribe’s lands.  All traps have been removed in Wisconsin by their contractor, so there aren’t any 

additional finds at this point in time.  A PhD with Wright State University found EAB in a white 

fringe tree.  First time found in any tree other than ash.  She will forward the information to us.  

She hasn’t seen final gypsy moth trapping numbers for this year.  Pretty high in certain parts of 

the state.  The moths were flying later this year.  She lost one of her staff to FDA about a week 

ago, so she only has 2 staff left.  They probably will not get it filled until next year.  Farm Bill 

Project Proposals are up for submission.  There are goals the projects need to fall into, open until 

October 24.  This is in anticipation of the 2015 funds being available.  Potential funding 

opportunity for funding for Tribes to develop their own EAB quarantine rules through WTCAC?  

Oneida liked the idea of the grant.   
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Melissa Lewis – WS – Fiscal Year Recap (report attached).  The week of October 20 WS will be 

sending out a draft of the state wild bird environmental assessment.  All Tribes will have a 

chance to comment.  This is an internal APHIS document that will be shared with Tribes to 

comment.  Tribes will have a second opportunity to comment when it is preleased for public 

comment.  Melissa had an internship with WTCAC and now moved into a position with APHIS. 

8. Rural Development Update

Lance Ausing – The last fiscal year they had a pretty big year, in Wisconsin they have served 

several small communities and a number of different Tribes around the state on various levels, 

water, sewer, housing, etc.  They are running on a continuing resolution right now until 

December.  As far as their funding allocations are concerned, they have been informed that it 

should be relatively static.  In the last couple of years they have gone through a realignment 

process internally, significant reduction in FTE staff.  Six years ago they had 121 staff and last 

week they had 77, and he thinks that is where they will remain.  They will still be operating out 

of 6 regional offices around the state.  They now incorporate the DNR in on their loan and grant 

discussions on any and all projects within the state.  With Tribal projects, chances are they will 

have already had a discussion with US EPA.   

9. USFS Update

Mary Rasmussen – report attached.  

Mike Conner – Tribal lands forest health survey is complete.  They covered several Tribes in the 

aerial surveys.  Virtually no damage observed other than a small chunk on Lac du Flambeau.  

Forest Health Technical Assistance is provided directly to Tribes on Forest Health and Disease 

Activity.  They do onsite evaluations, training sessions.  They can also offer pesticide trainings 

directly to the Tribes.  Mike will send me an update.  Introduced the new official representative 

to WTCAC – Carleen Yocum.  Carleen – The USFS Liaison position at the tribal colleges is 

being filled.  The position would be at the Menominee College however this position will be 

available to all Tribal colleges.   

10. NASS Update

Greg Bussler – Passed out the 2012 Census of Ag info on Reservations.  Last Friday the 3rd yield 

forecast was released for corn and soybeans.  Corn yield at 162 bushels per acre and soy bean is 

45 bushels per acre.  The next report will be released on November 10.  This fall they have some 

surveys going on, County Ag Practices Survey for Row Crops.  Agricultural Resource 

Management Survey (ARMS) and the Vegetable Chemical Use Survey in October and 

November and asks about production practices on vegetables, corn and potatoes and chemical 

use.  Used by EPA to register products.  They will also do a 10 year ownership transition of 

agricultural land survey.  Ag Census is done every 5 years. 

11. IAC Update

Leah Zeise – Dan sent out a newsletter – attach it.  December 8 – 11 is annual conference in 

Vegas.   
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12. INCA Update

Jonathan Pyatskowit – They are having funding issues, they are operating under APHIS grants 

and USDA OAO at this time.  They have a few employees out West.  They still do a lot of work 

with WTCAC over the years with trainings and such.   They partnered with the National 

Association of Conservation Districts and they have lobbyists. 

13. BIA Update

Eric Oliphant - $525,000 was passed to tribes on last minute funding requests last year.  One of 

the things they were able to secure funds to put towards are the 2015 aerial photos that they will 

be putting together.   

Mervin Cebrian – The Fish and Wildlife Program which he is in charge of just sent out 3 

requests for proposals.  Endangered species, invasive wildlife, youth initiative, and fish hatchery 

maintenance.  Proposals are due the 2nd or 3rd week in January.   

GLRI proposals are currently undergoing NEPA review.  Hopefully it will be finalized soon so 

funding can be disbursed.   

There is a November 4 meeting that will touch on the NEPA requirements and tips for writing 

grants to BIA.  There will also be a webinar and call in line.   

14. Intern Presentation

Melissa Lewis on wild rice project. 

15. NRCS Cooperative Agreement

Alan – 2014 NRCS Cooperative Agreement Deliverables are over 150%, the last request for 

payment has been submitted.  We have a 2015 agreement in place.  This agreement allows us as 

partners to meet together in a forum where we can exchange information.  Perhaps this is a time 

for change in direction, what are the needs of agencies that can be addressed working with 

WTCAC.   

Jimmy Bramblett - expressed thanks to everyone that worked on the agreement.  One thing we 

are trying to do is make things easier on the back end to make things easier going forward.  Copy 

of agenda, sign in sheet and minutes is needed to pay for meetings.  Jimmy thanked Chris and 

Cheryl.   

16. GLRI Update

Randy – He travelled to 4 of the 7 Tribes.  He did not get to Bad River, FCPC, and Mole Lake.  

He thought the activities went much smoother this year, a lot more control work was done, a few 

more species were found.  A lot of return employees so they already had experience.  He will be 

submitting a report to Alan for his report to EPA, this grant ends the end of the year.  We have 

not heard anything on the new grant, hope to have the funds for next year.  Did not have as much 

turnover this year.   
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17. AmeriCorps Update

Keith – Planning grant from them for aquaponics facilities.  One of the problems is first we need 

the aquaponics systems before we have the staff.  No funding right now, so at this time we 

decided not to apply for AmeriCorps staff at this point.  Waiting on a possible funding for one 

system.  The grant ends December 1.  Door is still open in the future if we decide to pursue. 

18. APHIS Outreach and Program Training

Jerry – 2 different APHIS grants, Farm Bill 10201 expired with the new Farm Bill, the same 

program is now call 10007.  We have funds under them right now.  Requested an extension of 

the 10201 grant until November 1.  The last session will be in Fort Collins next week.  They 

have 17 students signed up and Jerry and Randy will be there.  Nine of the folks are employees 

of INCA and 8 are either extension agents from Tribal colleges or Tribal staff.  They entered into 

an agreement with INCA for WTCAC to handle all the travel and per diem expenses for INCA.   

10007 grant kicked in August 1.  The deliverable of this grant is we are supposed to try and get 

more Tribes to apply for this program.  He sent out 248 emails to prior participants at past 

trainings.  We provided training to over 220 tribes across the US.  They all got emails over the 

last month or so trying to promote this program.  Not a single person responded asking for 

assistance to put a request in.  He is going to IAC Conference and will put up a display to 

promote this program.  Hopefully next year we will get some Tribes to apply for this program.  

They are going to try and produce some actual webinars and put them on CDs and distribute out 

to the Tribes.  If any tribes are going to submit a proposal, please email JoAnn.   

MOTION:  Motion to approve Randy to travel to Fort Collins.  Motion by Mole Lake, seconded 

by Menominee.  All ayes, zero opposed, motion carried. 

MOTION:  Motion to approve payment above the federal per diem rate for the Fort Collins 

hotel for one participant in next week’s training.  Motion by LCO, seconded by Red Cliff.  All 

ayes, zero opposed, motion carried. 

19. Next Meeting

The next meeting is scheduled for 8am on December 3 at Bad River.  

20. USFS Internship

Alan – State and Private Forestry and National and we had funding for 5 interns, both have been 

extended for this next year so have some seed money for interns for next year.  We are 

requesting interns from our partners at this time, please let us know where the positions would 

be.  We are also looking for funds to support those internships.  So if anyone has any ideas on 

supporting those interns please give Alan a call.  He would like to have things in order by 

December.  Alan was asked to send out a reminder to Federal Agencies on this by Pat Pelky.  

$8,360 is the average cost per intern.  Alan will send out a breakdown of the costs.   
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21. RTCAC 

Pat Pelky – We are in the Central region, Pat is on for WTCAC, and Tina is the alternate.  It 

includes 9 states.  Pat will send the minutes out.  There is a national NRCS liaison that has been 

in his position for a year.  We were not aware this person existed.    

 

22. Aquaculture Subcommittee 

They are still working on resource concern issue with NRCS.  Kind of in holding pattern.  We 

need to present something on this to Jimmy.  Try and get fisheries staff from Tribes to contact 

Keith to finalize aquaculture issues.   

 

23. Forestry Subcommittee 

Carleen Yocum is taking Barb’s position.  NRCS is funding a meeting through the cooperative 

agreement.  This December we will probably have a secondary meeting to discuss formation of 

the subcommittee.   

 

 

 

MOTION:  Motion to adjourn for the day.  Motion by LCO, seconded by Red Cliff.  All ayes, 

zero opposed, motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 4:07pm. 

 

 

October 15, 2104 

 

Meet called to order at 8:02 am.   

 

1. Roll Call 

Present:  FCPC (Nate Guldan), LCO (Brett McConnell), St. Croix (Jeremy Bloomquist), Red 

Cliff (Gary Defoe Jr.), Ho-Chunk (Tina Warner), Lac Du Flambeau (Scott McDougall), Mole 

Lake (Tina VanZile), Menominee (Jeremy Pyatskowit), Oneida (Pat Pelky) 

 

A quorum is present. 

 

Others Present:  Randy Gilbertson (WTCAC), Keith Sengbusch (WTCAC), Jonathan Pyatskowit 

(INCA), Chris Borden (NRCS), Lea Zeise (IAC), Alan Johnson (WTCAC),. 

 

 

2. Approval of Agenda  

Review and Approval of EQIP Projects needs to be added. 

 

MOTION:  Motion to approve agenda with the addition of “Review and Approval of EQIP 

Projects”.  Motion by Menominee, seconded by Mole Lake.   

 

3. Executive Session  

There wasn’t a request for Executive Session. 



WTCAC Minutes, October 14 & 15, 2014  7 
 

4. President Report  

Alan and Pat did have a chance to meet with Butch Blazer in Minneapolis on the 24th of 

September and then they got invited to the meeting in the afternoon.  They had about 30 minutes 

with him.  They went through the booklet we had and expressed how without WTCAC the 

Tribes would not have access to many services, talked about interns, and the 3rd party pathways 

agreement.  He seemed very interested in the Interns.  He is working with Ann Mills and Leslie 

Wheelock and are talking about Tribal issues.  Handed out proposed letter.  They will take 

another shot at the letter and get back to us. 

 

5. Election of President  

Mole Lake and LCO nominate Pat Pelky and he accepts. 

 

Vote was unanimous for Pat Pelky as president.    

 

Congratulations Pat! 

 

6. 2015 Tribal EQIP Projects  

We will plan to evaluate at the December 3 meeting.   

 

7. Financial Report  

Alan went through the NRCS Agreement. 

 

Alan went through EPA GLRI Grant. 

 

USFS Budgets – Interns – Match was waived – has been extended 

 

USFS State and Private Forestry – Interns – has been extended  

 

APHIS Budget – old one will be practically zeroed out, new one we have $95,000 left out of 

$100,000. 

 

8. Development Plan and Report  

Alan handed out a Development Plan and Report (attached). 

 

9. Task List  

The task list was reviewed and updated.  Nate will update the Word Version and email out to 

everyone.   

 

If everyone could please take a look at website and let me know if you have any changes or 

updates. 

 

MOTION:  Motion to adjourn.  Motion by Menominee, seconded by Red Cliff.  All ayes, zero 

opposed, motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 2:09 pm. 
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EMAIL MOTION 10/19/2014 

MOTION:  Motion to approve submittal of a suggestion to Farm Bill 10007 for APHIS Goal 6 – 

Mitigation and Rapid Response for approximately $90,000.  Motion by St.Croix, seconded by 

Mole Lake.  Seven ayes (St. Croix, Mole Lake, Bad River, LCO, Menominee, Red Cliff and Lac 

du Flambeau), zero opposed, motion carried. 

 

EMAIL MOTION 10/24/2014 

MOTION:  Motion to submit a grant request to APHIS to help fund WTCAC’s internship 

program for approximately $70,000.  Motion by Menominee, seconded by St. Croix.  Seven ayes 

(Menominee, St. Croix, Stockbridge, Red Cliff, Bad River, Mole Lake & FCPC), zero opposed, 

motion carried. 
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